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power of the Cavalier gentlemen and clergymen all over
the country to oppress the Dissenters; and, of all the
Dissenters whose history is known to us, he was perhaps
the most hardly treated. In November 1660, he was
flung into Bedford jail; and there he remained, with some
intervals of partial and precarious liberty, during twelve
years. His persecutors tried to extort from him a promise
that he would abstain from preaching; but he was con-
vinced that he was divinely set apart and commissioned to
be a teacher of righteousness, and he was fully determined
to obey God rather than man. He was brought before
several tribunals, laughed at, caressed, reviled, menaced,
but in vain. He was facetiously told that he was quite
right in thinking that he ought not to hide his gift; but that
his real gift was skill in repairing old kettles. He was
compared to Alexander the coppersmith. He was told that,
if he would give up preaching he should be instantly liber-
ated. He was warned that, if he persisted in disobeying the
law, he would be liable to banishment, and that, if he
were found in England after a certain time, his neck would
be stretched. His answer was, 'If you let me out to-day,
I will preach again to-morrow.' Year after year he lay
patiently in a dungeon, compared with which the worst
prison now to be found in the island is a palace. His forti-
tude is the more extraordinary, because his domestic feel-
ings were unusually strong. Indeed, he was considered by
his stern brethren as somewhat too fond and indulgent a
a parent. He had several small children, and among them
a daughter who was blind, and whom he loved with
peculiar tenderness. He could not, he said, bear even to
let the wind blow on her; and now she must suffer cold and

